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What associations do these images conjure up? You might think about how YOU respond to 
them, but also how you imagine a white member at your church might respond to them. 
Draw lines or write letters next to each photograph.   
 
Associations: 
 

   

a Criminal 
b Citizen 
c Beautiful 
d American 
e Good mother 
f Strong 

 

g Exotic 
h Unprofessional 
i Hypersexual 
j Patriotic 
k Angry 
l Threat 

 

m Authentic 
n Tender 
o Moral 
p Aggressive 
q Noble 
r Animal-like 
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Resources for Expanding Our Archives 
 
Little Known Historical Images 
 

Gordon Parks, “Segregation Story” color 
photographs from 1956 

www.gordonparksfoundation.org 

Images of African Americans during World War II  www.archives.gov/research/african-
americans/ww2-pictures 

Gladstone Collection of African American 
Photographs (mostly Civil War era) 

www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/gld
/ 
 

Kwame Brathwaite, “Black is Beautiful,” 
photographs from the 1950s and 1960s 

www.aperture.org/exhibition/kwam
e-brathwaiteblack-beautiful/ 

Blvck Vrchives on Instagram  www.instagram.com/blvckvrchives/ 

 
 
Contemporary Artists Engaging Stereotypes 
 

Amy Sherald  www.amysherald.com 

Carrie Mae Weems  www.carriemaeweems.net 

Hank Willis Thomas  www.hankwillisthomas.com  

Kehinde Wiley  www.kehindewiley.com 

Kerry James Marshall  www.jackshainman.com/artists/ker
ryjames-marshall 

Lorna Simpson  www.lsimpsonstudio.com 

Mickalene Thomas  www.mickalenethomas.com  

Titus Kaphar  www.kapharstudio.com/category/p
ainting 

Whitfield Lovell  www.dcmooregallery.com/artists/w
hitfield-lovell 
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I The History of Images and Race 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

II Expanding Our Archives 
a. Look for non-iconic historical images 

 
 
 
 
 

b. Look at contemporary artists tackling racial identity 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Consider what you post 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III The Restorative Look of Genuine Love 


